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TEXT:  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
THEME:  I WAS BLIND BUT NOW I SEE! 
 
Dear Forgiven Children of God: 
 
It is a common notion—do something wrong and you’ll suffer for it—right?  Break the speed 
limit and you may have to pay a stiff fine and higher insurance premiums.  Play with fire 
and you get burned.  Become greedy and start worshiping material things, and God may 
take away your job or your health just to teach you a lesson.  The problem is that it’s not 
always true; not every malady or problem is caused by a particular sin.  This was the case 
with the blind man whom Jesus and his disciples met while traveling in or near Jerusalem. 
 
To be a blind man at the time of Jesus meant a life of suffering and dependence on others 
for nearly everything.  Most blind people had to eke out a living by begging on street 
corners.  Because this man’s sad plight was obvious to all, Jesus’ disciples dared to ask, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
 
Were you surprised at Jesus’ answer?  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,…but 
this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”  To be sure, 
some sinful behaviors result in immediate suffering.  The drunken man who crashed his 
SUV into a home in Auburn recently and killed a man sleeping in his bed and seriously 
injured the deceased man’s wife brought misery on that family and on himself.  In this blind 
man’s case, however, a particular sin had not caused his blindness.  Instead, his blindness 
would provide Jesus an opportunity to reveal his almighty power and glory as the Son of 
God, the Light and Savior of the world. 
 

In our Gospel lesson today, we see how Jesus miraculously gave this blind man 
sight—both physical and spiritual.  Later the man would confess to doubtful 
neighbors, “I was blind but now I see!”  Can you even begin to imagine how 
wonderful it must have been for the light of day to flood into his darkened existence?  
We know how a bright, sunny day can lift our spirits.  Think of what that light that he 
saw for the first time must have done for him!  He was cured from an existence of 
perpetual darkness.  This cure was not accomplished by earthly means; it was a 
miracle performed by a loving Savior. 
 
But better than physical sight was Jesus’ gift of spiritual sight.  From the darkness of 
spiritual blindness, ignorance, and death, Jesus brought this man into his gospel’s 
light.  Through faith, the blind man discovered that his sins were forgiven and that he 
had become an heir of heaven. 
 
Friends, Jesus is your Savior, too.  Believe his Word; enjoy his light.  Say with me, “I 
was blind but now I see!” 
 
As we look at these two miracles today, it is interesting how they came about.  
When people are sick or have a medical problem, they seek out the best care they 
can find and afford.  People flock by the thousands to famous medical centers such 
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as the Cleveland Clinic, the Mayo Clinic, and the U of M hospitals in Ann Arbor.  The 
reason is obvious; they are hurting with something serious, something life-
threatening, and they need healing.  Thousands also flocked to Jesus for the same 
reason—but not in the case before us today.  This time Jesus went to the blind man.  
In response to a question, Jesus explained that the man was blind “so that the 
work of God might be displayed in his life.” 
 
Can you sense the disciples’ anticipation?  What would Jesus do now?  Would he 
perform another miracle?  Was Jesus going to wow the sandals right off of them 
again?  This was exciting!  So, what were they thinking when Jesus spit on the 
ground, made mud, and wiped it on the man’s eyes?  Was there something special 
about his spit?  Maybe it was special dirt.  Maybe Jesus just wanted the blind man to 
sense that he was about to help him.  Then there was his strange command:  
“Go…wash in the Pool of Siloam.”  Why?  What for?  Was there something in the 
water?  Spit, mud, and water—what strange medicine!  Ah, but what if the healing 
power wasn’t in any of those earthly things?  What if the power belonged to Jesus? 
 
We don’t know what the disciples thought; we do know what the blind man did.  He 
trusted Jesus and did exactly as he was told.  The result was immediate and 
spectacular.  “So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.”  Blind 
from birth, how often had others led him home after a day of begging?  But not this 
time; this time he saw the streets on which he walked, saw people, color, and light!  
Yes, this time he saw his home and his parents with his own eyes for the very first 
time! 
 
And why?  Not because of spit, mud, and water, but because of Jesus.  Sometimes 
God uses “impossible” earthly things to accomplish his great purpose.  God used an 
ark to save Noah from a worldwide flood.  He used trumpets and the shouts of 
people to knock down the fortified walls of Jericho.  So here, Jesus used earthly 
things to work this miracle.  But the power?  That belonged to Jesus alone.  As the 
blind man put his trust in Jesus and did what Jesus asked, Jesus blessed him. 
 
Jesus is blessing you too; his promises are powerful medicine.  Believe him.  Do 
what he says.  He says that we cannot save ourselves, but that’s okay because that 
is his work, and “It is finished” (John 19:30).  Yes, Jesus is powerful medicine 
indeed!  Your sins are forgiven.  Eternal life is yours.  You are no longer a slave to 
the devil, the world, or your sinful nature.  Trust in Jesus.  You won’t be 
disappointed. 
 
If you suffer under physical blindness, know that Jesus will cure this also when you 
meet him in heaven.  Thank the Lord daily that you share spiritual sight with the man 
who had been born blind.  Thank the Lord daily for enabling you to see Jesus as 
your Savior!  Amen.  
 


